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If you watch Episodes 1 through 7 of Ozark, Season 1, you will see some of the finest TV writing
anywhere. But Episode 8 is a flashback episode that just doesn’t feel like Ozark.  

Rather than unfolding in real time, and under the pressure of time, we flashback to a time when
that ticking clock did not exist. 

This flashback episode doesn’t work because it grows out of a completely different engine, one
built around exposition rather than threat. 

Putting your focus on that expository information is almost always a mistake. 

The audience doesn’t come to a movie or a TV show for exposition. They come for drama. 

Ozark, fortunately, waited until Episode 8 to make the mistake of confusing structure with
exposition. So we’re still coming back for Episode 9, despite this bump in the road. Because we
know how good this series can be.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  m a n y  n e w  w r i t e r s  w i l l  m a k e  t h i s  m i s t a k e  a t  a  m u c h
m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  t i m e ,  i n  t h e i r  p i l o t .

If you use your pilot to “set up” the future, “establish” the backstory, or “explain” how your
characters got here, nobody’s ever going to watch Episode 2.

Your job as a writer is very simple. Don’t save the best for last. Save the best for first. 

Rather than starting with the “why” or the backstory, start right in the middle of the action that
most writers might save for a later episode

After you write your pilot, write episode 2. And about half the time, what you will learn is that
episode 2 is actually the pilot and the pilot is actually the boring backstory. 

Rather than thinking about all the many things it would be nice for the audience to know, instead
ask yourself, is there any one thing they really need to know.

A n d  t h e n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  w a s t i n g  a  p i l o t ,  o r  i n  O z a r k ’ s  c a s e ,  a n  e p i s o d e ,
o n  b a c k s t o r y  a n d  e x p o s i t i o n ,  y o u  c a n  g e t  c r e a t i v e  a b o u t  h o w  t o  s n e a k
t h a t  o n e  i d e a  i n ,  t h a t  o n e  m o m e n t  i n ,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e
d r a m a .
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If you’d like a full transcript of this podcast or information on our screenwriting classes available in New
York City and online as well as any of the other wonderful community events happening at Jacob Krueger

Studio, please visit our website at www.writeyourscreenplay.com. 
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